5-5-5 Daily Devotions | September 23-24 " a NTI OCH
A

You Complete Me CHRISTIAN CHURCH

DAY 1 - SCRIPTURE, OBSERVATION, APPLICATION, PRAYER (“SOAP")

‘ CONVERSATION STARTER

How do you define “human being”? Does your definition include both the physical and the
spiritual aspects of the mysterious creature God made called a “human”?

‘SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found
naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be
unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has
given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, | say, and would prefer
to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is
due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 NIV

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. Philippians 2:12-
13 NIV

APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

How does this Scripture encourage you to think about your earthly, broken body (“tent”) and
your heavenly, unbreakable resurrection body?

What does it mean to “live by faith, not by sight”?

When you read about the judgment seat of Christ, be careful not to revert to fear-filled rule-
following and forget that it is Jesus’ blood that paid for you to be forgiven. We live, serve, and
follow Jesus out of a place of being holy, blameless, and free from accusation (Colossians 1)
and launch our obedience from a place of gratitude and security, not fear and insecurity. How
are you currently motivated to love, serve, and obey Jesus?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord, thank you for securing my peace and hope for this life and the next through the power of
the Holy Spirit!
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DAY 2 - SCRIPTURE, OBSERVATION, APPLICATION, PRAYER (“SOAP")

CONVERSATION STARTER

When is pride healthy and when is it dangerous?

SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION

Continued from yesterday’s Scripture: Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try
to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and | hope it is also plain to your conscience.
We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to
take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in
what is in the heart. If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right
mind, it is for you.

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 NIV

APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

Why was it important to Paul that the Christians in Corinth recognize his sincerity?
Does Christ's love compel you?

What is the difference between viewing people from a worldly point of view and viewing them
from God's perspective?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord, fill me with power and wisdom through your Holy Spirit. Help me to regard Jesus, myself,
and the people in my life from your perspective, not the world’s perspective.
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DAY 3 - SCRIPTURE, OBSERVATION, APPLICATION, PRAYER (“SOAP")

CONVERSATION STARTER

What is one of the greatest adventures you've ever been on?

SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION

As God's co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says, “In the time
of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped you.” | tell you, now is the time of
God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.
Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in
troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless
nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in
sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the
right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine,
yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on;
beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are not
withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair
exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also. Do not be yoked together
with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or
what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there between
the temple of God and idols?

For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk
among them, and | will be their God, and they will be my people.” Therefore, “Come out from
them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and | will receive you.” And, “I
will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 2
Corinthians 6:1-18 NIV

APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

How could someone “receive God's grace in vain”?

Following Jesus involves many adventures, joys, and difficulties. If you have chosen to follow
Jesus, how did you decide Jesus was worth following at any cost?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord, thank you for not being like worldly judges or kings. Thank you for giving me life. Give
me the strength to live out what my faith prompts me to do, and help me not lose heart!



5-5-5 Daily Devotions | September 23-24 n a NTI OCH
A

You Complete Me CHRISTIAN CHURCH

DAY 4 - SCRIPTURE, OBSERVATION, APPLICATION, PRAYER (“SOAP")

CONVERSATION STARTER

Do you think God is done creating new things?

SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION

After this | heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his
judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The
smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”

The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was
seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne,
saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both great and small!” Then |
heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of
thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself
ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous
acts of God's holy people.)

Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding
supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” At this | fell at his
feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! | am a fellow servant with you and with
your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit
of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.” Revelation 19:1-10 NIV

APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

God's “great” servants and God'’s “small” servants hold one thing in common: they fear God.
Do you?

In what ways do you understand the love and sacrifice of Jesus better when the church is
described as Jesus' bride?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord, teach me to fear you!
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DAY 5 - SCRIPTURE, OBSERVATION, APPLICATION, PRAYER (“SOAP")

CONVERSATION STARTER

When do you remember being most awestruck or amazed?

SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said
to me, “Come, | will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and
with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of
Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on
the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and
its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with
the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. The angel
measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. The wall was made
of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were
decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.

| did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light,
and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring
their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The
glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:9-27 NIV

‘APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

Is there anything more important to you—today or in your entire life—than for your name to be
written in the “Lamb’s book of life” (in other words, be saved from condemnation through the
blood of Jesus)?

‘PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord, thank you for providing the means for me to be reconciled to you—the blood of your
Son!



